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PATTERNE OFA 
TRUE DISCIPLE. 


A Sermon Preached by 
Bartholomew Parſons B.of Di- 


vinity and ReRtor of Ludger- 
ſaall in the County of Wilts. 


Toh. 15. 8. 

Hereinis my Father glorified, that 
ee beare much fruxt, ſo ſhall yee 
be my Diſciples. 

Prov. 31.20. 

Shee ftretcheth out her hand to the 
poore, yea ſhee reacheth forth her 
hands to the needy. 


OXFORD, 


Printed by William T urner 
Printer to the famous 
Vniverlſity. 1631. 
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TO THE HONOVRED, 


MY LOVING FRIEND 


STFRANCIS PILE 
BARONET. 


Worrtar S1K, 
_ NS Oly lob being about to 
2 Ek "ol Yttter a.drvine medita- 
Mo 5 tion concerning the fu- 

LOSER! tre reſurrettion,cryeth 

out, Oh that my words were 

written-now,Oh that they were 

printed in a Booke, Iob. 19. 23. 

And you of late being the Principall 

Auditor, where according to the gift 

giuen tome , F'vttered thy folle bs 

ing Meditation, conceived vpon an 
excellent patterne in my T ext, both 
of good workes in generall, and of 

. A2 Almeſ- 


—_— 


The Epiſtle 


Cc > 


Almeſ-deeds m ſpeciall , the beit of 
workes, which ſhall be remembred 
and rewarded at the laſt reſurrettion 
afore and aboue all other workes, 
walked in the ſame Spirit with that 
righteous man, fri o that theſe 
ſame words might be written vnto 
you, and not vamſh away in the houre 
and aire wherein they were vttered: 
bi haue therefore tranſcribed thiz co- 
þy,and doe willingly and deſeruedly 
Dedicate to your ſelfe this piece of 
my labours.e And ſo much:the rather 
F preſent it to you,becauſe as face an- 
wereth to facem water, Prov. 27. 
19. /oboth your ſelfe © your worthy 
Lady anſwere fully to this face of 
charity and almeſ-doing repreſented 
here to you in thus Diſciple Somey 
in the ſowing plentifully and ſolemn. 
ly 


— 


IS D cdicatory. 


I» at the ſet times weekely, theſeede 
of your almes at your|gates :to-the 
poore round about yuo: which F write 
not out of any flattery: ( from which 
both by nature and conſcience F am 
averſe, )but as Paul ſaid of the Ma- 
cedonians1n alike caſe 2. Cor.s, 
1.3. to bearewitneſſe of the grace of 
(od beſtowed an you both, who are 
mette together.as anather Corneli- 
us 2nd. Dorcas abounding in this 
worke of theLord. As you bane ther- 
fare worthily begunne;ſa happily goe 
on m ſowing the ſeed. of your almes 
plentiouſly,that you may mY 
tiouſly in the day of the Lord. For 
though you ſeeme to the world to caſt 
your bread vpon the waters, 'where it 
is loſt,yet after many dayes you ſhall 
finde it againe, evenin the great day 


A}; of E 


— 


—© 


— —  — — — - — 
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of the Lord. The poore may ſay 
vnto'thee,that I 1n recerving of 
Almes giue no lefle vnto thee, 
then thou in beſtowing them | 
giveſt voto mee. For if there 
|were not ſome to recemethine 
Almes, thou couldeſt not giue 
earth and receiue heaven, as S*| 
Auſtin /ayth. eAnd in the meane 
ſeaſon;God that wrich toall, \will ſo 
| bleſſe' your basket and your ſtore, 
that alwayes hauing ſufficiencie in 
all: things, you may ftill abound tn | 
thy worke. For as FChryſoſtome 
fayth, Almeſ-doing maketh not| 
any man-poore, but enricheth 
him, fort 1s premiſed,giue,and 
it ſhall be gruen you:and agarne, 
that thournaiſt berich,giue thy 
2o0ds [iberally:that chou mai'ſt 


| gather,] 


Dedicatory. 


gather,ſcatter:tollow the fower, 
{ow in bleſlings,thatthou mai'ſt 
reapein. bleſſings: in hu 53. and 
68. Homilie to the people of An- 
[tioch. 

Now the God of Heaven bleſſe 
Yon,and your worthy Lady,not one- 
P with the bleſſings of Heaven a- 
boue,and Earth beneath, but alſo 
with all Spirituall bleſſings in Chriſt 
Feſus; that when you haue finiſhed 
your courſe happily in this world, you 
[may raigne eternally in. the World. 
to come; So wiſheth 


Your Seryantin our 


Maſter Chriſt Teſus 


From my houſe 


at ( ollingborne 
ar56z31, DARTHOL,PARSONS, 


| 


i 


Actes 9. 36. 


Now there was at [oppa a certaine Diſciple q 
named Tabitha, which by interpretation | 
is called Dorcas: This woman as full of 
good Wworkes , and almeſ-deedes whith 


| ſhee did. 


M/ I _'s King Lemuel , [Solo- 
Wa fo ff.” Ola mon] in thar 4s 
I's SEMI cy caught hi 


L We I, <4 [his ths 


% I gf Who can finde a rverth® | 


- Os poman, Prov. 31. 
10, arguiog Und incimating che rarity of 
good women; wee may returnehere an 
inventa eſt, and cry out: with that'palho-! 


nateexclamation of Archimedes a famious| | 
B Mathe- | 


| 'O that queſtion of 


%, 
> > 


oA perfeft patterne | 


Mathematician, when he had found our 
a Mathematicall experiment, %enwmu, ] 
 haue found, 1 bane found;ecce bic behold bere 
i5-0ne; and ſo much the ſooner haue wee 
found with Haacob, becauſethe Lord our 
God hath brought oneto our hands,Gen. 
27. 10. beamified and beatified with 
all graces accompanying ſalvation in 
women, Faith , and ( harity, and Holineſſe | 
with ſobriety. 1. Tim. 2.15. Forthat wee 
might not.count her an alien, bur one of 
the houſhold of faith,/he i a Diſciple; (& 
Diſciples and Chriſtians are te-mini con- 
vertibilds ptequivalentfignification AF. 
11:26} one that was not afhamed of 
Chriſt and his words, Luke 9.26,that we 
may beraflured charſheeprofeſitq4nctto | 
kaow Cherift,& deny him in herworks, | 
Tit..y16:, Shee #54 900d tree, bringing forth 
good fmestfs , Mar.7.joynimg vertne with her 
fatb;t:Pexcr.5.and ſhewing her faith by | 
het good workes ; or thar onely ſome 
good; was ifoindin ber'; asim.Jeroboams 
lon, rRmgs.r4rz.ſome gleaning grapes 
TH as 


Tk t—— »” 


of a true Diſciple. 


NE 


Shee us full of good workes , defetiue and 
behind in no gift, 1.( or. 1.7. orthatſhee 
ſerued God only in holines in the works 
of piety,and not in righteouſneſle inthe 
works of charity, (as roo many putaſun- 
der thoſe things which God hath joyned 
rogerher)ſhe diſtriburerh to the neceth- 
ties of the Saints, doth almeſ-deeds, and as 
ſhe aboundetrh in every thing , ſo in this 
gift alſo,z.Cor.8.7.ſoweth the ſeed ofher 
almes plentiouſly, is full of almeſ-deedes 
which ſhe did. Burthat by my ordering of 
things here, I may further your remem- 
bring of them, (as ordo eſt mater memorie, 
order is the. mother ofmemory ) obſerue 
Ipray youin thisnarration atwofold de- 
ſcription ofthis vertuous woman; 1. by 
her civill condition, There was at loppa 
a certaine Diſciple named Tabitha, which 


In her civill Rate and condition wee 


asthe ſhaking of an Oliuerree, 1/a 17.6. 


| 


by interpretation is called Dorcas, 2.by her| 
religious diſpoſition, this waman was full| 


5h 'g0od workes and almeſ«deedes Wbich ſhee 
id. 


B2 haue! 
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_ © [have 1, her place of habitation, Toppa, 


2 her name, cither propounded, named 
Tabitha,or ——— Which by interpre- 
tation is called Dorcas. In her religious di- 
ſpolition, wee haue 1. her profeſiion a 


Diſciple, 2.herexpreſlion of it, either ge- 


nerally in good workes,amplited bythe 
meaſure and extent,full of good workes; or 
(pecially in almeſ-deeds, being of the 
ſame f1ze full of almeſ-deeds which ſhe did. 
Concerning hercivill ſtate and condi 
tion, herhabitation and denomination, 
being but the ourvvard skin and rine of 
the Text,in reſpect of the pith within: I 
will not according tothe proverbe here- 
rein cortice, ſticke inthe barke. Onely in 
tranfitu,in our paſlage heare and beare a 
word ortvwo ofibe propoundingand ex- 
pounding of her name, for if wee ſtrike 
thisrockethe waters will guſh out, Exod. 
17:6 ſhee Was named Tabitha, which by in- 
texpretation is called Dorcas . Names in. 
Scriptures are impoſed either -_ ſome 
ſpeciall accident, or intent and purpole. 


— 


Vpon | 


| of a true Diſciple. 


Vpon ſome ſpeciall accident , as 1Jaacks' 
name of laughter, becauſe Sarah laughed 
atthe promiſe of him, Gen.18.13. lacobs 
of ſupplanung; becaulcherooke his bro- 


[ther by the heele in the birth of them, |. 


| Gen.25 26.and Pharez his name ſignify- 
ing breach,or diviſion; becauſe hemade 
a breach inthe birth,comming forth be- 
fore his brother that offered firlt, Gen. 38. 
' 29.Vpon ſome [peciall intent, either for 
| memoriall of benefits receiued, as 1/hma- 
ellche hearing of God,becaufe God heard 
Abrahams prayer for a ſonne,Gen.16. 15. 
as Solomon , Tedidiah loued of the Lord, 
becauleGod loued him,2.Sam.12.24.0r 
of ſome dutiesto be done, as Iudah hath 
his name of prayſes, becauſe the-Lord 
was to be prayfed for him, Gen.29.35.as 
Iames and lobn called by Chriſt Boanerges 
ſonnes of thunder, becauſe they ſhould 
thunder in their doctrine, and lighten in 
theirliuves, Marke 3.17. and that name a- 
boue all names Teſs a Saviour, becauſe 


heſhould ſaue his people fromrheir fins, 
B 3 Matt. 
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Matt. 1. 25. And here happily the name 
Tabitha inSyriacke, and inthe Hebrew 
Tjibjah, oras ſome will haue it Thabia, 
( Bullinger in locum )ariling of roote nabat 
ſignifying to ſee,(asin the interpretation | 
of it inthe Greeke Dorcas is #3 Sputz of 
(eing)was giuen her accidentally of the 
ſharpeneſle of her fight, wherein the 
Roe-bucke excellerh,(as Pliny ſaich)and 
of which St EZerome hath a ſaying, oculos 
caprearum talpa contemnit,che bliad moule 
deſpiſeththe eyes ofthe Roe-bucke.Sure 
I am that ſhe was ſharpe ſighted in look- 
ing on things eternall, 2. Cor. 4. 18, that 
the eyes of the mind were enlightned to 
know What was the hope of her callmg, and 
What the riches of the glory of Gods tnberi- 
tance in the Saints, Epheſ. 1. 18. thatwith 
Simeon theeyes of her invvard manſaw 

the Lords Chriſt, Luke 2. 16 & tharthey 
were happy in ſeing his day,Luke 10. | 
Now 1n that the Spirit ſpeaking here 
tothe Churches, would interpret this 
Hebrew orSyriacke name inthe Greeke, 
tongue 


A alt 


' 
| 
| 


| 


terprered ,God with os, Matt.1.So Rabbi is 


Abba, Father, Rom.8. 15. Now if the 


of a true Diſciple. 
rongue; wherein it writeth; Tabitha by 
Dorcas or Roe-bucke: our learning here- 
in 1s,that all things in the Church muſt 
be done to edification, x .Cor 1 4.26.and that 
whatſoever is ſpoken in a ſtrange tongue, 
mult be interpreted that the Church may re- 
ceine edifying 1. Cor. 14.5. andthis is the 
way of God inthe ſanEtuary. Emanuel! a 
ftrange word in the greeke tongue, is in- 


interpreted Maſter, Meſſias the ( briſt;(e- 
phas,a ſtone ; all in one chaptet 10h. 1.10 
Boanerges,the ſonnes of thunder, May.z.17. 
Barnabas the foe of conſolation, Ates 4. 


| names to vs whereof wee wor be igno- 
| rant, without forfetting the freehold of 
| eternall life, much more would it haue 
the whole Scriptures (which were Þritten | 
| for onr learning, Rom. 15.4. and are able 
to make vs wiſe vnto ſalvation. 2. Tim. 3. 


wiſedome ofthe ſpirit would interpret 


£6.)interpreted and expounded vnto vs 


in a knowne tongue \ for edification, | 


# 


| 


exhorta-| 


W_— 
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| 


exhortation, and comfort . Quz in modico 
fidelis ,& in majori fidelis. He that « faith- 
full in a little matter, will be faithfullin « 
greater, Luke 16. 10. If aname muſt be 
{pokento vs in our owne tongue, much 
more muſt the waxie 27, AFE. 2. 11. the 
great myſteries of godlineſſe,in a language 
that we vnderſtand. And of that I dare 
be boldto ſay, that from the beginning 
it was ſo.The dodtrine of S. Tohndid not 
ſo vaniſhaway, as the Philoſophers did: 
(ſaith Chxy/oſtome in 1. Homily on Tohn) 
but the Syrians, gyptians, Indians Perſi. 
ans, £thiopians, and innumerable other 
nations tranſlating them into their lan- 

uage, of barbarous men, learned the 
Cs Philoſophy.So Auguſtine in his 
2.booke of ( briſtian dofrine, chap. 5. ſaith, 
that the divine Scripture proceeding from 
one language, being ſpread abroad farre and 
wide by the diverſe tongues of Interpreters, 
Was made knowne to the Gentiles for their 
ſalvation. And Theodoret molt plainly in 


| his firſt booke of curing the maladies of the 


Grecians 5 


LA Oy nn 


” 
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of a true Diſciple. 


Grecians, The Hebrew bookes were not only 
turned into the Greeke language, but alſo into 
the Raman, Eg yptian, Perfian, Indian, Ars 


menian, Scythian , and even the Gothicke| 


language; and thar I may ſpeake once for 
all,inco allthe languages which theGen- 
tiles vie vntothis day. Can wee praiſethe 
Papiſtschenin condemning and abhor- 
ring as impoſhble and vnprofitablethe 
trarning of the divine oracles into our 
mother tongue, ( which was their old 
Tenent) or if they be interpreted and 
tranſlated, either in their forbidding that 
inche publique and common vſe of the 
Churchthey ſhould be read or ſung in 
the vulgartongues: (fo doth the (ounſell of 
Trent in the 22. Seſſion chapt. 8. and the g. 
Canon: )orel[einaffeCting ſuch obſcurity, 
and filling their tranſlation with ſo ma- 
ny words borrowed from the Hebrew, 
Syriacke, Greeke,8& Latine,thatit may be 


ſayd of their tranſlation as the Philoſo- | 


pher ſayd of his bookes, that they were || 


edita & non edita, publiſhed and nor pu- 
C bliſhed. 


[5 


ff 
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bliſhed. Ofrhis kinde arecheir Archiſyna- 
ogue,azimes, depoſitum, dydrachme, domt: 
nicall,evangelize holocauits hoſtes,Neophy- 
te paraclete paraſceve,prepuce, repropitiate, 
reſuſcitate , ſabbatiſme , and ſuch like, 
whereof an Engliſh man may cry our, 
hovv can I vnderſtand vnleſleIhad the 
gift of tongues ? If I know notthe mea- 
ning of the voyce, Tſhall be onto him that 
ſpeaketh a Barbarian,and hee ſhall be a Bar- 
barian to mee,1.( or.14 11. Buthereis not 
my reſt, I pafle therefore from her civill 
ſtate andcondition to her religious dif- 
poſition firſt in. her profeſſion being a 
Uiſciple. 

A certaine Diſciple , The originallis 
«437: ferninine according to her fexe, a 
Diſcipleſſe,a ſhee Di ſciple, as Anna is cal- 
led a Propheteſſe,Luke 2.36.Excellencand 
honourable arerhe tiles and titles giuen 
in holy writtothe profeſſours of religi- 
on, importing the dignity and duty of 
cheircalling. Theyarenamedthe Church, 
theeleFt of God, oftheir calling & choo- 


ing | 


of a true Diſciple. 


ing out of the world : Saints, of their| 
ſanFification ſonnes of God, of their adopti- 

on; veſſels of mercy,and honour, of their pre- 
ſenc forgiueneſle of their {1nnes and fu- | 
rare glory: believers, faithfull men oftheir 
faith and profeſ$ion : brethren , houſhold of 
faith, oftheir onion and ſociety amongſt 
themſelues: devout men, oftheir religion, 
Diſciples of Chriſt Teſus the author and fi- 
niſher ofour faith, Heb. 12. 2. Butthe 
name Diſciple, is the moſt auncient, the 
moſt frequentin thenew Teſtament gj- 
vento al the faithfull, the Apoſtles nor 
excepted, who are called the twelue Di- 
ſeiples, Matt. 10.2. Now the Scripture in 
the Evangeliſt doth nor onelycall thoſe 
ewelue his Diſciples,butallthoſethar be- 
leevingin him, were by histeaching in- 
ſtructedto the kingdome of heaven, ſaith 
Auguſtine in his 2. booke of the conſent of the 
Evanzeliſts, Chap. 17. To bea Diſciple 
then,isto heare & learne of God bythe 
miniſtery of the Goſpell , the way of 
peace,the myſteries of Godlineſſe. And 


C9 Tabitha 
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with Mary ſhee fate ar leſus feete and 
heard his words, Luke 10. 39. with Ly- 
dia ſhee attended tothoſe things which 
were ſpoken of Gods Miniſters, A#. 16. 
14, I comend then the imitation hereof, | 
notonly toher ſexe, but to all the Saints, 

all that will call on the name oftheLord, 

to learne ofhertobe ſchollers inChriſts 
(choole,to fit at the beautifull feete of them 
| that preach the Goſpell of peace, and bring 
lad tidings of good things,Rom.10.15 For 
all muſt learne of themthat prophecy, 1 ; 
(7.14.3 1.of ſuch Epaphraſſes as arefaith- 

| full Miniſters of God for them, Col. 1.7. 

all muſt obey 72:3 be perfwaded & taught 
of them that haue the overſight of them, and 
| [uffer the word of exhortation, Heb. 13.17. 

| 22.all maſt receiue the word ingraffed with 
meekeneſſe, Tam. 1. 21. heare the Prophets 
that are raiſed vp vnts them. Deut. 18. 15. 
heare and receiue them as an Angell of 
God,yea asChriſt Ieſus himſelfe,Lake 10. 

1.6, Gal. 4.14. Let vs ſo heare the Goſpel! | 
(Auſtin 


— 


Tabitkz hath this name here, becauſe 


| 


2 OE  — 
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( Auſtini in his 30 tract vpon John) as wee | 
would heare the Lord himfel/e if he were pre- 
fent now, for that precious thing which ſound- 
ed out of the Lords mouth Was both written 
for vs,and ts reſerved for vs,C* ts rehearſed 
| to v5:and againe,that which is tobe learned 
by aman,let a Chriſtian learne without any 
| ride let vs not tempt him in whom we haue 
beleened jleaſt being deceined by ſuch ſubtil- 
| ties and fromardneſſe of our common enemy, 
we ſhould refuſe to goe into. the Church to 
heare and learne the Goſpell, or to read a 
booke, or to heare a man read and preach. 
| And in his booke of Catechiling the 
rude. chapt. 12. hee would haue men 
; ſich cheerefulk hearers , that if our 
| preach; ing\at any time be colder then oſual- 
| lyit is , 1t might be quickened and kindled 
14 their onvſual hearing and attending. 
Bur in theſe late and worſer dayes, if 
wee ſurvay: this weake (exe,- weemay 
every where finde- /illy women ever learn» 


inz, and-never able to come to the knowledge 
of the truth, 2. Tim. 3. never worthy' of 


C3 the 


w_ 


ce es Es Is ts. 


14 
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the name of Diſciples, orelſe ſo farrein 
the other extreme, thatin ſtead of Diſci- 
ples, they will be Doors, preſume to 
ceach, 1.Tim.2. according to that of Hie- | 
rome inan epiltle to Paulinus, the babling 
old woman will teach the ſcripture before ſhe 
hath learned it,orel(e o farre from all ho- 
ly learning in Chriſts ſchoole,that with 
the Scribes and Phariſees they will neither 
enter into the kingdome of heaven,nor ſuffer 
others, Matt. 23.13. but with their grand- 


| mother Fue are temprers of others to ill, 


Gen. 3. with Ieſabell are ſtirrers of others 
ro worke wickednefle, 1. Kings 21. 25. 
with Tobs wife are perſwaders to pro- 
fanenefſe,1ob,2. with Solomons wiues are 
inticerstoidolatry, 1. Kings. 11. 4. with 
Herodias movers to murther, Matt. 14. 
withthe harlot alluresto luſt Prov.7.18. 
with Michal! deſpiſers of religious zeale 
in others, 2.Sam,6. and with thoſe com- 
lained of by Paul, 1. Tim. 5. 13. ſuchas 
Ia to be idle ,wandring about from houſe 


to houſe, and not- onely idle,but tatlers alſo, 
and 


of a true Diſciple. 
and buſiebodies ſpeaking things which they 
ought not. Bur ſcarcely any where can we 
finde thoſe womenthart learne in hilence, 
| 3. Tim. 2. that with the honourable 
Dames of Berea receine the word with all 
readineſſe of minde , and ſearch the Scrips 
tures whether thoſe thinzs areſo, AR.17.11, 
2. and with Damars there , verle 34 
cleaue vnto Pauls preaching: thar with 
the women, and Mary the mother of 
leſus continue with the Apoſtles in the 
exerciſe of religion, act. 1. 14. and with 
Mary Magdalen,loanna, and Suſanna, are 
with Chriſt,whileft hee is preaching and 
ſhewing the glad tidings of tie King 
dome of heaven, Luke,$. 1.2. Nay it wee 
runnetooand fre,through the ſtreetes of 
outleruſalem, and fee, and know, and 
ſceke in the broadplaces therof,Jer. 5:1. 
where can we find anyDifciples vnleſle 
| ſuch as Pax! found at Epheſus, that haue 
Learned nothing, ſoe ignorant that they 
[connin tell whether there be an holy 


Ghoſt or no, A#.1 9.2.3. any fuchtraQta- 
ble 


| — —— 
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ble ſchollers as( ornelius,vwith his words 


in their mouthes,co Chriſts miniſters, we 
are here as in the preſence of God, to heare 
the things that are commanded you of God, 


AF.10.33.any that preſſe vpon them to 


hearethe word of God asthole did, Luke 
5.1. Diogenes comming into Antiſthenes 
ſchoole, & being often rejected by him, 
yer ſtuckethere ſtill, and when on atime 
Antiſthenes offeredto ſtrike him with his 
Raffe, he bowed his head and ſaid, Beate 
me if thou. wilt, but thou ſhalt finde no ſtaffe 


ſo hard wherewith thou ſhalt drine me away, 


ſo long as thou ſpeakeſt any thing. According 


ro whicheffet, AuguFtine on Iobn ſayth, 
If thou canFt teach me that I know not, 1 
ought not onely to indure thee patiently in 
Words,but alſo beating me with ſtripes But 
now though wee ſpeake the hidden 
wiſedome of God,in a myſtery ableto 
make man wile vnto ſalvation, and not 
the periſhing wiledome of this world 


(as the old Philoſophers did) wee haue 


neede of roddes and ſtaues ro driue men 
ro 


— 


>> acts 


— —— — —— —— 


of a true Diſciple. 


ES] 


Gods houſe may be full of Diſciples. E- 
very where we may finde DeFþi/ers(o0- 
ner then Diſciples ,prophainers rather then 
profeſſours , good companions rather then 
good ( briſtians , brethren in evill rather 
then holy brethren , children of the Devill 
rather then ſonnes of God, and the Syna- 
2ozues of Satan rather then the houfhold of 
Faith:yeathe very names of Diſciple, bro- 
ther, belecver,profeſſour, Saint, FA iehfall 
(which ſhould be our crowne and our 
joy)are laughed to ſcorne by miſcreants 
which yet would be good Chriſtians. 
Butler them be aflured thar if they be, 
aſhamed to be Chriſts Diſciples here, to 
learne and know him,that hee will be 


that he willnotthen know them for any 
of his. | 

Weeſeethatthis woman hath begun 
rorunne well,co witnefle a good confe(- 
ſion, let her ride on proſperouſly as the 


P/almiſt ſpeaketh, P/aml. 45. 4. for ſhee 
D 


lack 


ro vs,to compell them to come in, that | 


aſhamed of them hereafter Luke 9g. 26. | 


_—_ 
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lacketh yer one thing comprehending in 
ir many things to make her acompleate 
Chriſtian , ſhee muſt not onely proteſſe 
well,burt alſo exprefle it, not onely haue 
her eares opened to learne Chriſts will, 
mine eares haſt thou opened , but her heart 
and hand readyto doe it, I delight to doe 
thy will thy law is within my heart Pal. 40. 
6.8. for (briſtianum facit vita & profeſsio, 
as 4uſtine layrh , life and profeſ$iqn together 
make 4 (hriſtian.Let vs marke thenhow 
theſe meete and kifle cach other in her, 
for her profefion ſhe is a Diſciple for her 
profit, fries is generally fruitful im good 
warkes. Novv concerning good workes 
here mentioned, Plate 4n the fpirir of 
{cotting or curioſity asked-our Saviour, 
what # the truth?John 18.38. but weein 
che ſpirit of meckeneſſe may well aske 
here, what good- workes are * Good 
workes 'then ( as I haue learned at the 
feete.af.a Gamalielof ours, Zanchy on:the 
1 chap.of the Philip.verſe 11.)are workes 
andiattions aſwell inward as out vard>whes 


cher | 


aa 
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ther they be thoughts in the minde, and 
eleftions in the will, or words vttered 
by the rongue, or deedes which may be 
done by a righteous man as heis righte- 
ous,in any part of his foule or body. For 
as an aQtuall finne iz any thing ſayd, or 
done,or thought againſtthe law of God, 
ſo a good worke, (andas St Jobrcalltth'ir 
in his 1.epiſt.cap.3. )righteoulneſle isany 
ching ſpoken,or thought, or done accor- 
dingrothe Law of God:Theholy Ghoſt 
for our berer direction and for diſtin&i- 
on , doth ſometimes tripartite good 
workesinto 1. ſobriety in the vitof ont- 
ward things, as meate, drinke, apparell 

and the like: 2+ righteouſneſſe 1n ourdea- 

lings with-men: 3.Godlineſſtin durduries 
to God.that weſhould live ſoberly;righte- 
ouſly,and godly'in this preſent world, Tit. 2. 

I a hee ri ak briefely bi- 
partitechem into holineſſe,in the duties of 
che fitſtrable char concerne Gods worſhip: 


and righteouſneſſe, inthe duties of the ſe-| 


cond Table, thar reſpect our neighbours |] 
= —— 
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2ood, that wee might ſerue him in bolineſſe 
and righteouſneſſe all the dayes of our life, 
Luke 2.75.And ſo doth our Saviour into 
the firſt and great commandement 
' which 1s, Thou ſhalt loue the Lord thy God 
with all thy beart,and with all thy ſoule, and 
withall thy minde,and the ſecond is like tot, 
which is, Thou ſhalt loue thy neighbour as 
thy ſelfe. Matt.22.37.3 8.3 9.40.Now this 
being written for ourlearning, we muſt 
learne of, this Diſciple, this learner in 
in Chriſts ſchoole,co joyne with our pro- 
fefſion praCtice,with our hearing doing, 
with our faith vertue 2.Pet. 1.5.with our 
ſhew ofgodlineſfe the power ofitin our 
lines. > Tom, 5. with our knowledge of 
God the ſervice of him. 1. Chr.28 9.with | 
our profeſiing ro know Goda manifeſt- | 
ing ofit in our workes 2, Tim.3. 5. with 
ourcalling of Abraha fathera doing of the 
workes of Abraham,lobn 8.3 9. The pro- 
feſſours of the Goſpell muſthauetheir 
converſation as becometh the Goſpell of 


Chriſt, Phil. 1.27; V/alke Worthy of the ,yo+ 


cation 
| 
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cation wherewith they are called; Epheſ.4. 1. 
& worthy of the Lord -onto allpleafing,Col 
7.10. & adorne themſelues with good works, 
r.Tim.2,10. This ts a faithfull ſaying, and 
theſe things I will that thou affirme con» 
ftantly,that they which haue beleeued in God, 
might be carefull to maintaine 210d workes, 
Tit. 3. 8. Men learne the trades of this 
world to practiſe them , and the myſte- 
ries of rodlineſſe are taught vs that wee 

may turne wordes into workes, as Ber- 
nard ſayth in his tract of ordering our 


rome inan epiſtle)ir is better notto know 


| Auguſtine and in his 2. homily onthe ye- 


be greene, and yeeld. no fruit, |ſo it profiteth 
not tobe called a-(ſhriſtian , and not to: haue 
Chriſtian workes: and the ſame father in 
his booke of 83 queſtions, and'76 queiti- 
on ſaych,that the words ofthe Apoltle,-1 


liues.It profiteth not to haue learned what | 
wee ſhould doe,and not to doe it, (ſaith Fe: | 


athing,then tolearneir with danger:and| 


velation; As it booteth not for a great tree:to| 


Z out 


ſuppoſe that a man is juitified by faith with« | 
D 


— 


— 
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| were gone; wee doe all abominarions, 


[are drunke, giue others drinke till they 
[aredrunke alſo: and runneto all exceſle] 


| out the workes of the law , are not ſoto be 
vnderitood, that when a man hath recemed 
faith, we ſhould call bim juit, though bee liue 
#1, But in this point wee thar glory in 
'Gad Rom. 2. 17. and arecalled Chrifti- | 
ans,are ſo bad: ſchollers thar if my head 
vere waters, and mine eyes a fountaine 
of teares,I could nor ſufficiently bewaile 
our wants of fruites: anſwerablero our 
profciiton; wee make our boalt of Gods 
law amongſt vs; but cthroughreur brea- 
king of it,vve-diſhonour God, andicauſe 
his nameto be blaſpheemed, Rom. 2.23. 
| 2£-withthe Tewes ler.7. vweecry templum 
Dominic the/Temple ofithe: Lord; God is a- 
mongſtvs, and'weoarehisremple, but 
weamend/notour wayes: wecomeand 


and beforeGodin his houſe, as a nati-| 
onthat would do righteouſly,bur when 


ſeale; murther , - commicte' adultery, 
fweare raſhly and falfely drinkeriltwee 


of. 


| 


of riot. Wee are indeed baptized vnto 
Moſes, Gods Miniſters whom he hath 
ſen to baptize, and eate the ſame {pi- 
rituall meate , and drinke the lame ih. 
rituall drinke, bur pleaſe not Ggd in gur 
liuvesand converſations, 1.Cor.10:2.3-445. 
with Simon Magus wee haue a kinde of 
temporary belicfe, but our hearts are not 
rightin the ſight of God, but wee are in 
the gall of bicterneſle,and inthe bond of 
iniquity, 4&.8.13.21.23.we haue lacobs 
voyce, {mooth and blefled words, bur 
Ejans hands, rough and curled deedes; | 
with the figge treewe havertheleaues of 
an outward profeflion , bur want che 
fruits of an holy converſation;with Judas 
vveare numbred amongſt Chriſt; Diſci- 
ples,ſir at cable vvith him; burberray him 
aſfooneas vvee are gone ou; Vvecheare 
bury vee donor, vvith our mouthes and 


bodily preſence vvee fhevve much loue, 
but our hearts runne after covetouſneſſe , 
Exec.33.31-andall kinde of vyickednes. 
In a.vvord, vvehaue much knoyvledge, | 


no 


-— - 
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2ainſt thee, and they Which are firſt in thy 


Deacon « p. 40. Beleeue it for a truth and 


| 
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no charity,a dead faith, a faith of Devils, 
bur no workes; Chriſts greateſt friends 
and they of his owne houſhold are his 
greateſt enemies, being as Bernard com- 
plaines ia histime, all friends, and all ene- 
mies; all neceſſaries, and all adverſaries , all 
neere, and yet all ſuch as ſeeke their owne. 
Videtur bone Teſu ( as Hugo complaineth 
in his time) O good Ieſu the whole company 
of Chriſtians ſeemeth to haue conſpired a- 


(hurch,are firit in perſecuting of thee. Woe, 
woe vnto vs forour ill liues , ſhall our 
outward profeſſion, our dead anddevil.- 
liſh faith ſaue vs without good workes? 
Marke weethar faithfull ſaying of St Au- 
fine in his booke of faith to Peter the 


doubt not of it that not all which are baptiz- 
ed within the ( atholicke Church ſhall re- 
ceineeternall life but they who after baptiſme 
receiued liue well: for as infidels, heretickes, 
and ſchiſmatickes ſhall not haue the king- 
dome of heaven, ſo vitious Catholickes ſhall 


not 


youth ypwardes. Mar.10.20. 
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not poſſeſſeit . Next wee haue her good | 
workes amplified by the extent, 

Full of good workesſhe was filled with 
the fruitsof righteouſneſſe,Phil. 1.1 1.like 
thoſe water portes atthe wedding, thar 
were fullro the brimme Hh. 2. and ſhee 

aue to God and man good meaſure, 
preſſed downe, ſhaken together and running 
over Luke 8.36. what we hearethen and 
ſee in her we muſtdoe,wemuſt be ready 
to every good worke, Tit.3. fruitfull in every 
700d worke, Col. 1.10. walking with Za- 
chary and Elizabeth in all the commande- 
ments of God without reproofe, Luke 1. and 
abounding alwayes in the worke of the Lord, 
1.Cor.15.58. whatthe yong man boaſt- 
ed of vaine-gloriouſly, wee muſt ftriue 
after ſincerely, all theſe haue I kept from my 


For God louerth a fulneſſe of all things, 
an aboundingin every good gift, 2. Ge 
$. a fulneſſe ofknowledge,(0.1.9.a ful. 
neſſe of obedience, Phil. 1. 1 1. afulneſſe 


of faith,and for thatpurpoſe giuerh to his 
E a| 
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a tulneſle of the holy Ghoſt, Stephen full of 
faith,and of the holy Ghoſt, A4.6.5. Away 
then with thoſe depthes of Satan, when 
men .thinke that they may borrow a 
point of God, and with that yong man, 
Marke 10.failein one thing or other,and 
with Herod, Mar. 6. keepetheir minion 
' Herodias ſome darling linne or other, fo 
long as they doe many good things. Let 
| aotthen the vſurer flatter himſelfe with 
an opinion that God will be mercifull 
vo him in his vſury (as Naaman prayed 
that God would be mercitull vnto him 
inthe pointof bowingin the idoles tem- 
ple 2.Kings.5.)northe adulterer in his a- 
dukery, northe blaſpemer in his ſwea- 
ring, nor the drunkard in his fwilling, 
nor the flanderer in his evill ſpeaking, 
nor the louer of pleafares in his immo- 
derate and vnlavvfull paſtimes, nor any 
[man in histaking liberty ro-commirte & 
continue in any knowne finne.Qur obe.. 
oO t-God muſt be vniverfall, likets 

hat which the Renbenites,Gadites, arid 


| "2 Þ halfe| 
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halfe tribe of Manaſſeh profeſle and pro- 
miſeto Toſhuab,all that thou commandeſt vs 
will wee doe, whitherſoever thou ſendeſt os, 
will we goe in all things as we obeyed Moſes, 
ſo will wee obey thee,loſ.1.16.17. Wemuſt 
then with the Apoſtle pray that theGod 
of peace would make vs perfett in every 
good worke to doe his will, Heb.13.20.21. 
And Almeſ-deedes which ſhee did: Bur 
the holy Ghoſt here tranſit a theſt ad kypo» 
theſin, paſleth from chegeneralltotheſpe- 
ciall, va her fulnefle in good Peay 
in generall, ro her fulneſle in one good 
worke ſpecially , and that is in almeſ- 
deeds. It may be ſayd, what needethis 
waſt of words? if ſhee were full of all 
ood -workes, then conſequently of 
almeſ-deedes, ifſhee abounded in every 
grace,then inthisalſo,for Genus eſt inſepa- 
rabile 4 ſuis ſpeciebus , the generall and 
the ſpeciall cannor be ſeparated one 
from another, Ir is true , the one can- 
not be withour the other, bur very fre- 
quently in ſcripture, vvhere weefinde re- 


E 2 ligion 
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ligion &good works metioned,vve ſhall 


elder daughter vponthe mother.Cornelius 
being comended for a devout man, C> one 
that fearedGod,thispointis preſctly added, 
be gaue muchalmes to the people AR.10.2.the 
Apoſtlerequiringin awidowto becholc 
forthe ſervice ofthe Church,that ſhe ſhold 
be well reported of for good workes,prelently 
hitterh vpon this ſpeciall if ſhe haue lodged 
ſtrangers if ſhe haue waſhed the Saints feet, 
if ſhee baue relieued the afflifted, r. Tim. 5. 
10. and calling vpon the Hebrewes that 
they ſhould not ” 2 to doe good, inthe 
next place he addeth and to communicate, 
Heb.13.16. either joyning the fpeciall to 
the generall,communicarting to doing of 
good, or by both words ſignifying one 
thing, becauſe diſtributing to the neceſſ1- 
ties of our brethren is magna pars bonorum 
operum,a greatand principallpartof good 
works;itis (as Demoſthenes fayd pronun- 
ciation was in Rhetoricke )primum, ſecun- 

dum, & tertium in benefaciendo, the firſt, 
| ſecond 


lee giving ofalmes attend vponthe as an | 


"—— 
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ſecond and third pointin doing of good. 
| Yea conſider how great a good worke 
| almeſ doing is, ſeeing it ſhall be menti- 
' oned when all our other workes ſhall 
| beomitted : Come Je bleſſed of my Father 
Exc. for I'was bungry,and yee fedde me,T was 
thirſty and ye gaue me drinke Matt. 25. 3 4. 
| 25. tacet Deus Ec. God concealeth all the 
| other good deedes of the righteous, aud onely 
| wouchſafeth to remember their almes, he con- 

cealeth alſo all the evill deedes of vngodly 
men,and onely thinketh meete to rebuke their 
barrenneſſe in almes. Auguſtine inhis 28. 


Sermon, In the kingdome of heaven before 
all in the aſſebly of the that riſe,God mention- 
eth not that Abel ſuffred,that Noah preſer- 
ved the world,that Abraham kept the faith, 
that Moſes gaue the law,that Peter aſceded 
vp to the croſſe of Teſus with his heeles vp- 
wards butonly ſpeaketh of that which the pore 
eateth:and ſeeing ourriches ſo loſt(asthe 
yworldthinketh )ſhall be found,whenall 


; 


| Homily. and Petey Chry/ologwsin his 14. | 


thetreaſuresthat welay vpcloſely ſhal be 
| E 3 loſt, 
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loſt, for as Gregory ſayth, by keeping earth- 
ly things we looſe them but by giving of them 
we preſerue them:and as Peter Chryſolog 4s, 
whatſoever thou giueſt to the poore, thou 
ſhalt haue it, whatſoever thou giueſt not to 
the poore, another ſhall haue it. The point 
to bepreſſed to vs hence,is as plaine as 
Abacuckes vition, Hab.2.2. hee may runne 
that readeth and obſerveth it. Ir is that e- 
very Diſciple of the houſhold of faith 
muſt pro ſuomodulo, accordingto his mea- 
ſure,abound in this grace of diſtributing, 
che rich muſt be rich in good workes, ready 
| to diſtribute willing to communicate, 1.Tim. 
6.17. They muſt caſt great gifts into 
Chriſts treaſury, the meaner fort muſt 
not be wanting in their mites, Mar. 1 2. 
and every one according to his ability 
muſt relieue his Be ſothey pro- 
portion itat Antioch, AF. 11.29. yeaand 
in caſe of neceſſiry ſometimes beyond 
his ability, 2. (or. 8.3. But whoisfuch a 
ſtranger in our 1/raef{, that hee knoweth 
not theſe things? I may ſay of this point 

| as 
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he that hath not ginen his money vpon oſury. 
Iſte verſus non indiget expoſitione, ſed im- 
pletione, this yerſe needes noexpounding 
bur fulfilling. Inſtruction in this righte- 
oulneſle wee neede not but rather corre- 
ion for our being behinde in this 
| workeof the Lord. Amorigſ vs thatare 
called Chriſtians, there are many profefl- 
ſours, fewepractiſers, and thoſe fewe 
that ſeeme readyto other good workes, 
are backward inoughto this. I will nor 
ſay with the Apoſtle 1.Cor. 1 5. 1 Fpeake it 
to our ſhame, tha little of this fruit grow- 
ech vpon many of thoſetrees,that ſeeme 
not onely to haue beene long planted, 
but alſo much to flouriſh in the Courts 
of Gods houſe | thar this fute- marke of 
ſound religioh. is almoſt worne onr a- 
mongſt niany, who yet promos ſe rvolunt 
efſe in religione would be ringleaders in 
religion, but willtake vp thoſe words 
of Naaman, 2. Kings 5. God be merciful 
-onto V5 iti this point , and doublethem 


as Luther ſayd ofthat verſe ofthe 15. P/. | 


with 
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eA perfet patterne 6p 


with him,God be mercifull onto vs in this 
point,for want of ſhevving our pure and 
vndefiled religion before God by the 
workes of mercy rowards our brethren, 


for —_ this fruit of our faith, and 


God,ceteris rebus pietatem colimus,in other 
matters we ſhewy our ſclues very godly, 
we can goe vpto Godstemple,ſtand be- 
fore himin his houſe, make many praiers 
vnto him, ſhew much loue with our 
mouthes, bur when it commeth to this 
hand-loue, then our hearts goe after co- 
verouſneſſe,Ezek.33.31 i thatthe 
bread of life ſhould dwell plenteouſly a- 
mongſt vs, butvery ſparingly deale our 
Wk rothe hungry,we can continue in 
breaking of bread at Gods table,bur care 
not for breaking our bread to hispeople, 
wecanfingluſtily with a good courage, 
butnorgiuecheerefully, which God lo- 
verh,wecan perhaps faſt, and afflit our 
ſoules, (butthatis notin much vſe witch 


of 


Mt 
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of Gods poore people,wee rather make 
them aft and afflict their ſoules, in a 
word, wee are forwarder to ſhew our 
religion and loue roGodsname any way 
then this way . The old people ofthe 
lewes were very ſtrict in ff other fruits 
of their religion, they ſought God dayly, and 
delighted to knoW hus wayes, as a nation that 
did righteouſly and for ſooke not the ordinan- 
ces of their God, they asked of «God the ordi- 
nances of juſtice , they tooke delight in ap» 
proaching to God,they faſted, they afflited 
their ſoules: and though theſe ſuch high 
points of piety that they quarrelled with 
God for notregarding ofthem,” /here- 


not? wherefore haue we afflifed our ſoule, 
and thou takeſt no knowledge ? bur all this 

religion and devotion wasin vaine with- 
out the workes of Charity. Is not this the 
faſt that Thaue chaſen?, to looſe the bands of 
wickedneſſe, to vndoe the heavy burdens and 
to let the oppreſſed go free,and that ye breake 


fore haue we faſted, lay they, and thou ſeeſt | 


————_— 


every yoake?Is it not todeale thy bread tothe 
F hungry, 


—————— I ———-— 
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onevery fide wemay finde Judaſſesthar 


hungry, and that thou bring the poore that 
are caſt out to thine houſe when thou ſeeſt the 
naked that thou cover him,and that thou hide 
not thy ſelfe from thine owne fleſh*Iſa 58.2. 
7.5.6. 7. That of S* Baſile in an Homis 
ly againſt the vnmercifullrich men ofhis 
time, is very appliable to ours; Thaue 
knowne them that haue faſted that haue pray- 
ed that baue ſighed and groaned, and in a 
word haue exerciſed and practiſed all the 
Workes of piety that would coſt them nothing, 
but would not beftow one halfe-penny on the 
poore, What profit had they of all their other 
vertue ? It was excellently ſayd of Leo in 
his ſermon'de apparit. the vertue of mercy 
is ſo great, that Without, it, the reft though 
they be preſent cannot profit: for although a 
man be farrhfull,and cha#t,and ſober, and a: 
dorned with other excellent gifts, yet if be be 
not mercifull,he ſhall not obtaine mercy. But 


care not for the | 7 , nay carenot ſo 
much as for a ſhew' of caring for the 


poore, which was in him, this ointment 
Kar | might 


Mu a i. 


rig of a true Diſciple. 


CE EE EE_ 


pence, and giuen to the poore, John 12. 5.6. 
Churliſh Nabals, that being moved to a 
worke of mercy can roare out, ſhall T take 
my bread, and my water, and my fleſh that 1 
haue killed for my ſhearers,and gineit tomen 
whom I know not whence they bee ? 1. Sam. 
25. 11. Their hearts even inthis reſpect 
are ſtony, inſenſible of others milcries, 
the bowels ofcompaſſion are ſhut vpin 
the as ſtrately asthe gates of Tericho were 
Tof.7.1. their eyesareevill andcannot in- 
dure to ſee another cate of their morſel;, 
their hands arewithered likethe mans in 
the Goſpell, Luke 6. ſo that they cannor 
open and ſtretch them outro their poore 
brother. Let Lazarus lie, and cry, and 
dye at their gares,they willpitty himleſſe 
then their dogges,with ( aim they will be 
no keepers of their brethren, Gen. 4. Ler 
Gods miniſters ferue at the Altar, and 
cry with the children of the Prophers 
mors eft inolla death is in the porte, 2. 


Kings 4-40.fortheir poore maintenance, 
_ they 


might haue beene ſold for three hundred | 


—— ——— ts 


—_  —— 
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| and they will not grieue for the affliftion of / 


they will not receiue them , nor giue 
chem a cuppe of cold warter in the name 
of a Propher. The Lord hath neede of them, 
Matt.2 1.3.is no plea with them to make 
themn'part with an Aſſe,or thefoale of an 
Aﬀe, or the hoofe of an Aſc for Gods 
ſervice. Let them haue cnough in ore 
for themſelues , lie vpon their beds of Ivo- 
ry ftretch themſelues vpon their coaches gate 
the lambes out of the flocke,and the calues out 
of the midft of the tall, drinke wine in boules, 
and annoint themſelues with chiefe oyntment, 


Toſeph, Am. 6.4. 5.6. they will haueno 
compaſſion on the multitude'rthar haue 
nothing tocate, Mar. 8. 2, Lord lay not 
this fin of ynmercifulneſle tothe charge 
ofthis age-of ours and ſtirre vs yp in our 

aces; and'accordingto our powers, to 

ew mercy here, that wee may finde it 
in-the great day of the Lord Izsvs. 
Amen. | 


FINIS. 


